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En Jordanie, une course équestre pour découvrir des
paysages majestueux

B Agence France-Presse

Plus d’une centaine de cavaliers ont participé aux "Galops de Jordanie” dans le
désert du Wasi Rum. La course de 200 kilomeétres sur cing jours s'est terminée

dans la célébre ville de Petra.

dailymotion

Plus d'une centaine de
cavaliers ont pris part
a une course de 5 jours

https:/www.dailymotion.com/video/x85878s
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Horses gallop through Jordan's desert in int'l race
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(25 Oct 2021) LEAD IN:
Horse riders from Jordan and abroad are taking part in the Gallops of Jordan race, riding Arabian
horses through the desert of Wadi Rum.

STORY-LINE:

Jordanian and international horse riders are taking part in an adventure, riding Arabian horses
across 200 kilometers (124.3 miles) of the rough, dusty Jordanian desert.

The race, which kicked off on Monday, consists of five stages and will go on for five days.
Competitors will be riding their horses for 40 km (24 miles) every day to reach the finish line in the
city of Petra.

The current edition of Gallops, an international equestrian event, saw the participation of 133 riders
from 16 countries.

Among them were Camille Cerf, a French Model and Miss France 2015, and Iris Mittenaere, Miss
Universe 2016, as well as Jordanian Princess Jalila Bint Ali.

In previous years, this challenge was held in Oman, Morocco and India.

Wadi Rum, also known as the Valley of the Moon, is a valley that cuts into the sandstone and
granite rock in southern Jordan, 324 km (201 miles) south of Amman.

The race, which will take the equestrians to the ancient city of Petra, ends on Friday, Oct. 29.

Find out more about AP Archive: http://www.aparchive.com/HowWeWork
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AP_Archive

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/APArchives

Instagram: https:/www.instagram.com/APNews/

You can license this story through AP Archive: http://www.aparchive.com/metadata/you...
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A Breathtaking Expedition, An
Adventure Rich in Emotions

15 NOVEMBER 2021

site of Petra: Michel Froger, Veronique Rebours, Olga Damiron, Antoine Garrigues, and Olivier
Rebours. ©@R&B Presse / P Renauldon

Leading one hundred and thirty-three riders and horses from the gates of the spectacular Wadi
Rum desert to the mythical Nabataean |ost city of Petra is the crazy and daring bet that Bady
Kebir, Benoit Perrier, and their Gallops of Jordan team have just accomplished. Two hundred
kilometers on horseback in the desert, eighteen nations represented among the participating
riders, more than one hundred and sixty horses, a team of twenty people from France
(management, doctors, veterinarians, endurance technicians, media) and with eighty Jordanians
recruited locally for supervising and supporting the race. An extraordinary amount of a
preparation went into making the Gallops of Jordan an incredible success!

After the Gallops of Oman, Morocco, and India, Bady Kebir and Benoit Perrier have succeeded
intheir fourth challenge to amaze riders from various horizons with breathtaking desert
landscapes. A project which has been in the works since 2019 but postponed from 2020 to 2021
because of Covid. The objective of the Gallops is to discover spectacular sites through an
endurance and orienteering race where the well-being of the horses is the absolute priority.
Every Gallops edition carefully selects horses locally and their well-being is monitored




Every Gallops edition carefully selects horses locally and their well-being is monitored
constantly and extensively throughout the race.

With Absolute Respect of the Horses

Her Royal Highness Princess Alia bint Al Hussein of Jordan, President of the Royal Jordanian
Equestrian Federation, who was immediately won aver by the Gallops project, opened the doors
to her equestrian clubs. “We had visited practically every equestrian site in Jordan - a good
fifteen at least — where there were horses potentially capable of carrying out this endurance
trek. After extensive examinations and checks, we selected one hundred and sixty out over two
hundred horses which were presented to us. Once the horses were selected, we signed
contracts with the owners requiring them to train their horses for endurance racing for two
months before the event,” explained Bady Kebir. All the horses arrived safely and in good health
at the finish line thanks to the extensive and rigorous surveillance of the four veterinarians who
monitored the health and well-being of the horses. In every Gallops event, inseparable pairs
have been formed between rider and horse to the point of not being able to be separated from
each other. Three competitors are in the process of acquiring and importing their Jordanian
horses to be reunited together in their new forever home.

Strong Emotions

Whilst the finish line in front of the temple of Petra made famous by Indlana Jones was the
crowning moment of the Gallops of Jordan, the five days of the adventure were marked by
unforgettable moments. The highlights include the Gallops' famous and legendary White Party
in the desert in the spectacular setting of red and ochre rock formations sculpted by time where
the competitors danced under the stars, and the majestic Gala Closing Ceremony in the
sumptuous setting of Little Petra with members of the Jordanian Royal Family and foreign
Ambassadors of the participating Nations present.

On a human |evel, everyone was extremely moved and inspired by the lesson of courage and
optimism shown by Belgian rider Emeline Parmentier, a victim of a car accident who had both
legs amputated at 23 years old. Her dream was to participate in the Gallops and reach the finish
line in Petra. Goal achieved: | set myself a pretty huge challenge, | wanted to prove to myself
that I could do it. | have also done it for other people who may experience the same difficulties as
me, to prove to them that anything is possible and help them realize their dreams too.”
Courageous and inspiring!

Another emotional moment: the arrival at Petra of Her Royal Highness, the young Jordanian
Princess Jalila bint Ali, niece of His Royal Highness King Abdullah Il of Jordan, discovered that
her father, His Royal Highness Prince Ali bin Hussein, returning from a diplomatic tripin Europe,
surprised her at the finish line. Her Royal Highness Princess Jalila, 16, is an endurance enthusiast
and trains hard with the goal of competing for her country in international competitions. She
arrived without difficulty, surrounded by her trainer, Jehad Shhaltough, at the end of the 200-
kilometer race! Other participants struggled a bit more to arrive at the finish line, but all the
teams successfully crossed the finish line. The participants are already asking the Gallops
organization where the next edition of the “Gallops” will be taking place! Bady Kebir, who is
currently recovering from all the hard work and energy deployed from this magnificent edition,
has told us that the next edition might be held in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, or Patagonia. Even before
the participants had arrived back home, there is already a list of participants signed up for the
next Gallops adventure no matter where the next location will be. The Gallops of Jordan was
fully booked several months in advance and had a long waiting list. Participants are advised to
book very early inorder to secure a place on this extraordinary adventure of a lifetime.

Competition Results:
1st BLUE GHALLAH (France) - 2nd QUAZANE (France) - 3rd Royal Calvary of Oman (Oman)



Participating Nations:
Afghanistan, Germany, Argentina, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Spain, United States,
France, Ireland, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Sweden, Switzerland, Netheriands.

Base Camp: Bait Ali

The start of the race was at the Bait Ali Lodge Camp where the teams stayed for the two days
preceding the race. At the gateway to the sublime desert of Wad| Rum, this establishmentis an
oasis in a desert with rooms and tents furnished with comfartable beds of a superior quality far
beyond your standard desert camp. Surrounded by a Bedouin-style enclosure, it is equipped
with a superb swimming pool and an excellent restaurant with a bar serving magnificent
Jordanian wine. Bait Ali overflows with desert lifestyle and architecture, which is an excellent
starting point to discover the Wadi Rum desert on foot, horseback or by car (the staff of Bait All,
in particular Mohammed, will organize these desert treks for you). In true Lawrence of Arabia
style, you should hop on board the famous Hejaz Railway train for an exhilarating and historical
reconstruction of the Arab Revolt led by Lawrence of Arabia against the Ottoman Empire.
(www.baitali.com)

Photo: R&B Presse / P.Renauldon
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Press Release

Gallops of Jordan: A Breathtaking
Expedition

November 10, 2021

. 2 - SRR
The {oy of the BLUE GHALLAH, the winning team of the Gallops of Jordan in

front of the historical site of Petra: Michel FROGER, Veronique REBOURS,
Olga DAMIRON, Antoine GARRIGUES, and Olivier REBOURS.

Edited Press Release

Leading 133 riders and horses from the gates of the spectacular Wadi Rum
desert to the mythical Nabataean lost city of Petra is the crazy and daring
bet that Bady Kebir, Benoit Perrier, and their Gallops of Jordan team have
just accomplished. Two hundred kilometers on horseback in the desert, 18
nations represented among the participating riders, more than 160 horses,
a team of 20 people from France (management, doctors, veterinarians,
endurance technicians, media) and with 80 Jordanians recruited locally for
supervising and supporting the race. An extraordinary amount of a
preparation went into making the Gallops of Jordan an incredible success!



After the Gallops of Oman, Morocco, and India, Bady Kebir and Benoit
Perrier have succeeded in their fourth challenge to amaze riders from
various horizons with breathtaking desert landscapes. A project which has
been in the works since 2019 but postponed from 2020 to 2021 because of
Covid. The objective of the Gallops is to discover spectacular sites through
an endurance and orienteering race where the well-being of the horses is
the absolute priority. Every Gallops edition carefully selects horses locally
and their well-being is monitored constantly and extensively throughout the
race.

With Absolute Respect of the Horses

Her Royal Highness Princess Alia bint Al Hussein of Jordan, President of the
Royal Jordanian Equestrian Federation, who was immediately won over by
the Gallops project, opened the doors to her equestrian clubs.
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“We had visited practically every equestrian site in Jordan - a good 15 at
least — where there were horses potentially capable of carrying out this
endurance trek. After extensive examinations and checks, we selected 160
out over 200 horses which were presented to us. Once the horses were
selected, we signed contracts with the owners requiring them to train their
horses for endurance racing for two months before the event,” explained
Bady Kebir.

All the horses arrived safely and in good health at the finish line thanks to
the extensive and rigorous surveillance of the four veterinarians who
monitored the health and well-being of the horses. In every Gallops event,
inseparable pairs have been formed between rider and horse to the point of
not being able to be separated from each other. Three competitors are in
the process of acquiring and importing their Jordanian horses to be reunited
together in their new forever home.
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The curageos and inspiring Emeline Parmentier, doble leg amutee: 200
kilometers horseback in the desert.

Strong Emotions

Whilst the finish line in front of the temple of Petra made famous by Indiana
Jones was the crowning moment of the Gallops of Jordan, the five days of
the adventure were marked by unforgettable moments. The highlights
include the Gallops’ famous and legendary White Party in the desert in the
spectacular setting of red and ochre rock formations sculpted by time where
the competitors danced under the stars, and the majestic Gala Closing
Ceremony in the sumptuous setting of Little Petra with members of the
Jordanian Royal Family and foreign Ambassadors of the participating Nations
present.

On a human level, everyone was extremely moved and inspired by the
lesson of courage and optimism shown by Belgian rider Emeline Parmentier,
a victim of a car accident who had both legs amputated at 23 years old. Her
dream was to participate in the Gallops and reach the finish line in Petra.
Goal achieved.

"I set myself a pretty huge challenge, I wanted to prove to myself that I
could do it. I have also done it for other people who may experience the
same difficulties as me, to prove to them that anything is possible and help
them realize their dreams too,” she said. Courageous and inspiring!



Camille Cerf, Miss France 2015, participated in the Gallops of Jordan.

Another emotional moment: the arrival at Petra of Her Royal Highness, the
young Jordanian Princess Jalila bint Ali, niece of His Royal Highness King
Abdullah 11 of Jordan, discovered that her father, His Royal Highness Prince
Ali bin Hussein, returning from a diplomatic trip in Europe, surprised her at
the finish line. Her Royal Highness Princess Jalila, 16, is an endurance
enthusiast and trains hard with the goal of competing for her country in
international competitions. She arrived without difficulty, surrounded by her
trainer, Jehad Shhaltough, at the end of the 200-kilometer race! Other
participants struggled a bit more to arrive at the finish line, but all the
teams successfully crossed the finish line.

The participants are already asking the Gallops organization where the next
edition of the "Gallops” will be taking place! Bady Kebir, who is currently
recovering from all the hard work and energy deployed from this
magnificent edition, has told us that the next edition might be held in Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, or Patagonia. Even before the participants had arrived back
home, there is already a list of participants signed up for the next Gallops
adventure no matter where the next location will be. The Gallops of Jordan
was fully booked several months in advance and had a long waiting list.
Participants are advised to book very early in order to secure a place on this
extraordinary adventure of a lifetime.

Competition Results:
1st BLUE GHALLAH (France) - 2nd QUAZANE (France) - 3rd Royal Calvary
of Oman (Oman)

https:/www.theplaidhorse.com/2021/11/10/gallops-of-jordan-a-breathtaking-
expedition/
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ETIQUETTES : ENDURANCE EQUESTRE

P

Pendant le raid, les cavaliers devront s'habituer au désert de Jordanie @R&B

Presse/ P. Renauldon

Du 23 au 30 octobre, les paysages fantastiques de Jordanie se dévoileront aux
cavaliers du Gallops of Jordan. La quatrieme édition de ce raid équestre de 200
kilomeétres rassemble une centaine de cavaliers, de quinze pays différents.




Du désert de Wadi Rum jusqu'a la cité perdue Nabatéenne de Petra, les cavaliers
partent sur les traces de Lawrence d’Arabie. Aprés Oman, le Maroc et |'Inde, c'est
au tour de la Jordanie de se dévoiler. Lexpérience unique des Gallops mélange
sport, compétition, découverte et voyage au coeur du désert, un décor

époustouflant qui a servi pour le cinéma hollywoodien.

Larrivée de la course se fait a la cité nabatéenne de Pétra @DR/Ministére du

Tourisme de Jordanie

CINQ JOURS DE COURSE

Pendant ces cing jours, les 100 cavaliers répartis en vingt équipes devront suivre
l'itinéraire a I'aide d'un GPS seulement. Le raid commence le lundi 25 octobre, la
journée du dimanche est dédiée a des essais cheval/cavalier. « Il y a des essais
individuels pour voir si la relation équidé/homme marche bien puis il y a des
essais en groupe. Lidée est de voir si tous les chevaux d’'une méme équipe
s'entendent bien puis cela permet aux cavaliers de déterminer le cheval de téte »,
explique Roland Flouquet-Vilboux, qui participe a ses deuxiémes Gallops. Si un
duo cavalier/cheval ne fonctionne pas, 'organisation dispose d'une réserve

d'équidés permettant de changer.




Les participants sont regroupés dans des équipes intergénérationnelles et de

toutes nationalités @R&B Presse/ P. Renauldon

Lentente entre cavaliers dans I'équipe est tout aussi importante. Les participants
seront ensemble pendant plusieurs jours dans des conditions dont ils n'ont pas
I'habitude. « Il est important d’avoir une équipe solidaire, de se mettre dans la téte
que c'est le groupe avant tout, au méme niveau que le cheval », explique Bettina
Muscheidt, une habituée des Gallops. La cavaliére allemande participe a sa
quatrieme édition. Elle conseille de déterminer un « capitaine » d'équipe et une

autre personne qui I'épaule pour que tout se passe bien pendant ces cing jours.




Les participants doivent parcourir 40 kilomeétres par jour. Des points d’eau sont
disponibles au fur et a mesure du parcours pour approvisionner les chevaux et
cavaliers en eau. A la fin de la journée, des tentes « cing étoiles » attendent les
participants avec tout le confort nécessaire. Les repas seront préparés par le
chef de I'hotel Marriott, nommeé parmi les cinquante chefs hoteliers les plus

influents du Moyen-Orient.

UNE PREPARATION MINUTIEUSE

Le raid équestre demande une condition physique excellente pour pouvoir tenir
les 200 kilometres sur cing jours. « Physiquement, il faut étre préparé, sinon ce
n'est pas amusant », confie Bettina. Tous les cavaliers qui y participent ont déja
une expérience dans le monde du cheval, quelle que soit leur discipline. Roland
Flouquet-Vilboux raconte qu'il s'est entrainé pendant les deux derniéres années
pour étre au top de sa forme lors du Gallop. « Avec mon équipe, on a fait de
I'endurance au sein de la FFE. Par exemple, j'ai participé a une compétition
d’endurance en Club Elite, au Grand Parquet de Fontainebleau. L'épreuve se faisait

sur 60 kilométres et j'ai fini deuxiéme. »

Les cavaliers ont aussi besoin d'un équipement spécial, adapté aux conditions
météorologiques de la Jordanie. Il est conseillé d'amener du doliprane, de la
creme solaire, un foulard et des t-shirts @ manches longues, pour se protéger du
sable et de la poussiére. Chaque cavalier peut modifier selon ses besoins la liste

du nécessaire a avoir.

Les Gallops of Jordan sont une expérience unique, qui permet de découvrir les
paysages locaux sous un autre ceil. La princesse Jalila Bint Ali, niéce du roi de

Jordanie, participera a cette édition 2021.

https://www.chevalmag.com/divers/vivez-laventure-gallops-of-jordan/
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Larrivée des Gallops se faisait a la cité perdue de Pétra @DR/ Christophe Bricot

L'aventure des Gallops a pris fin samedi 30 octobre. Le raid équestre de 200
kilometres a été riche en émotions pour ses participants sur le plan équestre

-t

L~ a'y

comme humain.




Aprés Oman, le Maroc et I'Inde, I'édition 2021 en Jordanie a été a la hauteur !
Commence le 23 octobre, les 133 participants de la course sont venus a bout de
cette expérience équestre unique. C'est Blue Gallah, une équipe frangaise, qui

remporte le raid équestre.

Michel Froger, Veronique Rebours, Olga Damiron, Antoine Garrigues et Olivier

Rebours composent |'équipe frangaise Blue Gallah, gagnante de cette édition
2021 @DR/R&B Presse /P.Renauldon

Tout au long de cette édition, les organisateurs ont mis I'accent sur le bien-étre
des chevaux. Tous les controles vétérinaires, qui ont été effectués a différentes
étapes du parcours, ont été réussis, aucun cheval participant n'a été blessé.

« Sur une telle distance, avec cent-trente-trois participants, il est normal d’avoir de
petits soucis, mais dans I'ensemble, la sélection a été satisfaisante », explique
Bady Kebir, 'un des organisateurs des Gallops.

Certains cavaliers ont noué des liens trés forts avec les chevaux gu'ils montaient
et ont confié vouloir les acquérir et les importer dans leurs différents pays.




UNE EXPERIENCE HUMAINE HORS DU COMMUN

Pendant une semaine, les différentes équipes participantes ont évolué
ensemble, sans encombre. Les cavaliers ont pu découvrir les paysages
magnifiques de la Jordanie et visiter les différents monuments présents sur le
parcours. Les différentes soirées proposées tous les soirs, comme la white party
dans un cirque naturel de roches rouges ocre sur du sable blanc ou encore la
cérémonie de cloture devant la little Pétra illuminée, ont permis aux participants

de tisser des liens entre eux.

Une des cavaliéres a d'ailleurs donné une legon de courage a ses camarades
pendant le parcours. La Belge Emeline Parmentier est amputée de ses deux
jambes depuis I'age de 23 ans. Elle avait comme objectif de participer a ces
Gallops pour prouver que tout est possible. « Je l'ai fait également pour d’autres
personnes qui peuvent vivre les mémes difficultés que moi, leur prouver que tout

est possible et les aider a réaliser, elles-aussi leurs réves », explique-t-elle.

Emeline Parmentier, amputée des deux jambes, a participé aux Gallops of
Jordan @DR/Christophe Bricot

Pour I'édition 2022 des Gallops, le lieu du raid équestre n'a pas encore été choisi.
Les organisateurs hésitent entre I'Egypte, I'Arabie Saoudite ou encore la

Patagonie.

https://www.chevalmag.com/divers/gallops-of-jordan-une-arrivee-magique-a-petra/
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kilometres a cheval dans le désert
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Les Gallops of Jordan, un incroy raid éqy a é ses pi p sur les traces de Lawrence d'Arabie en Jordanie. Pendant une
semaine, 133 cavaliers du monde entier et leur ch: ont p 200 kilome dans le désert pour rejoindre la célébre cité de Petra.

Une ée par des émotions vives et de sublii paysages que nous vous proposons de découvrir en images !
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© Christophe Bricot
Un peu a la fagon d'un Paris-Dakar, |e raid équestre des Gallops méle découverte, évasion et compétition. Chaque édition se déroule dans une

nouvelle région du monde afin de faire découvrir aux participants de la course des sites spectaculaires. Pour 2021, les organisateurs avaient
cholsi de sulvre les traces de Lawrence d'Arabie en Jordanie.

® Christophe Bricot

Bady Kebir et Benoft Perrier, les sur I'évé depuis 2019 mais |'ont reporté de 2020 2 2021 a cause de la crise
sanitaire. Ces « Gallops of Jordan » étaient la quatridme édition du raid, qui est déja passé par le Sultanat d'Oman, le Maroc et I'Inde depuis sa
création en 2014,
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@ Christophe Bricot

Les participants de l'édition 2021 ont démarré aux portes du Wadi Rum, un site naturel composé de canyons et de paysages désertiques. lis

ont ensuite parcouru 200 kilometres a cheval pour rejoindre la célébre cité historique de Petra

® Christophe Bricot

Au total, 133 cavaliers originaires de 18 nations ont pris part 3 cette course de régularité et dorientation ol le bien-étre des chevaux est central
Les cavaliers passent 4 a 7 heures en selle par jour pendant une petite semaine et dorment en bivouac, il faut donc nen seulement étre a l'aise
en selle mais aussi étre en bonne condition physique.



© Christophe Bricot

Les cavaliers doivent par ailleurs étre a I'aise en extérieur et savoir gérer leur pour tenir la di franchir les difficiles, etc.
En résumé, ce périple de 200 kilometres ne s'improvise pas |

Emeline Parmentier ® Christophe Bricot

Parmi les partici on it cette année ! personnalités connues comme Camille Cerf, Miss France 2015, ou encore Emeline
Parmentier. Cette jeune Belge a été amputée des deux jambes aprés un accident de voiture et s'est lancée le défi de participer aux Gallops of
Jordan cette année. Un challenge qu'elle a accompli avec succes aux cdtés de ses coéquipiéres |



© Christophe Bricot

Pour cette édition 2021, les chevaux ont notamment été trouvés grace a la Fédération é | \e. « Nous avons pratiquement visité
tous les sites ~ une bonne quinzaine au moins - ol il y avait des chevaux susceptibles d'effectuer ce raid pour en retenir cent-soixante sur les
plus de deux-cents qui nous ont été présentés », explique l'organisateur Bady Kebir. « Une fois ces chevaux sélectionnés, nous avons signé des

avec les prop. I ig de leur part d'entrainer pendant deux mois au moins leur chevaux a l'endurance. »

Pour cette édition 2021, les chevaux ont notamment été trouvés gréce a la F i q j ienne. « Nous avons pratiql visité
tous les sites — une bonne quinzaine au moins - ou il y avait des chevaux susceptibles d'effectuer ce raid pour en retenir cent-soixante sur les

plus de deux-cents qui nous ont été p Bs v, Bady Kebir. « Une fois ces chevaux sélectionnés, nous avons signé des

contrats avac les propriétaires exigeant de leur part d'entrainer pendant deux mois au moins leur chevaux a 'endurance. »

@ Christophe Bricot

Les chevaux ont globalement bien été préparés et gérés, puisque 118 sur les 132 partants ont terminé la course. Durant tout le raid, une équipe
vétérinaire était aux cotés des équidés pour surveiller leur santé. La caravane des Gallops of Jordan embarquait aussi une équipe frangaise de
20 parmi | lles des méd vétérinaires, d'endurance, médias, etc. Environ 80 Jordaniens ont également été

recrutés sur place pour superviser et accompagner la course.
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® Christophe Bricot

Au fil des 5 jours a cheval, les cavaliers ont traversé des paysages grandioses. lls ont terminé leur raid en beauté & Petra, cité historique fondée
alafindu Ville siécle avant Jésus-Christ.

https://cheval-in.com/2021/11/04/portfolio-les-gallops-of-jordan-200-kilometres-a-
cheval-dans-le-desert/
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Emeline Parmentier, la cavaliere amputée
que rien n'arréte

61 4 décembre 2021

Amputée des deux jambes suite & un accident de voiture en 2019, Emeline Parmentier s'est progressivement remise en selle, jusqua réussir
un impressionnant objectf : participer au Gallops of Jordan 2021. Malgré son handicap, 1a jeune cavaliére belge est venue & bout de ce raid
de 200 km dans le désert, la téte et le coeur plein de mervellleux souvenirs. Une magnifique legon de vie et de persévérance.

Emeline Parmentier lors des Gallops of Jordan (£ R B Presse)

Avant son accident, Emeline Parmentier était une cavaliere réguliére gu pratiquait le complet et Féquitation dextérieur. Début 2019, sa vie est
chamboulée par un accident de voiture lui codtant les deux jambes. Cependant, grice a sa force de caractére, la jeune femme a trés vite
progressé dans sa revalidation, « Jo me suis d'abord focalisée sur la rééducation 3 pied pour étre capable de tenir mon cheval et étre un
maximum autonome a l'écurie », se souvient la cavalibre.

En juln 2019, les premiers contacts ont été pris pour lul réaliser une selle sur mesure. « Cest grdce sux résesux SOCIGUX Que )8l trouvé fe modéle
de selle qui pourrait me convenir. La cavaliére gqui m'a inspirée m'a envoyé de nombveuses photos pour m'sider a concevoir ma propre selle »,
ajoute Emeline.

@ Christophe Bricot

La cavaliére a consacré une année compléte 2 sa remise en forme, I'étape Is plus importante étant de trouver la maniére de reprendre
l'équilibre en selle. « Clest impressionnant comme les chevaux 1rés vite et & ma di En Jardanie, mon cheval a
tout compris alors Gue je ne lavais jamals monté », explique Emeline.

Une extraordinaire aventure humaine

Malgré le challenge qui attendait, Emelfine, de nature trés optimiste, 'a eu que peu de doutes avant son départ ; « Javais peur de devoir
miarréter aprés trois jowrs car c'était trop dur. N'ayant qu'une seule position possible en selle, je craignais le frottement, ne pouvant pas me tenir
autrement pour me soutager » Mais en dehors de quelques irmitations et cloches, tout s'est trés bien passé. Le plus compliqué étant la
logistique en plein désert. « Le plus fort de cette expérience a surtout été le lien quion crée avec fe cheval On passe 6 heures par four avec un
cheval qui donne tout. Je l'aursis bien ramené avec moi dans l'avion », confie la cavallére.



@ Christophe Bricot et R B Presse

Pour |a suite, Emeline n'a pas encore vraiment de nouveaux objectifs, si ce n'est d'essayer le paradressage. « Je veux surtout profiter et alier un
peu en concours. N'étant & la base pas trop une cavaliére de dressage, on verra si la discipline me plait », conclut Emeline Parmentier.

Vous pouvez suivre les prochaines aventures d'Emeline sur sa page Facebook

https://cheval-in.com/2021/12/04/emeline-parmentier-la-cavaliere-amputee-que-rien-
narrete/
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Gallops of Jordan

A breathtaking expedition -
200 Kilometer on horseback to
the Jordan desert

By Pascal Renauldon

Leading one hundred and thirty-three riders and horses from the gates of the spectacular Wadi Rum desert
to the mythical Nabataean lost city of Petra is the crazy and daring bet that Bady Kebir, Benoit Perrier, and
their Gallops of Jordan team have just accomplished. Two hundred kilometers on horseback in the desert,
eighteen nations represented among the participating riders, more than one hundred and sixty horses.




fter the Gallops of Oman, Morocco, and India,
Bady Kebir and Benoit Perrier have ded in

Whilst the finish line in front of the temple of Petra made

their fourth challenge to amaze riders from various

horizons with breathtaking desert landscapes. A

project which has been in the works since 2019 but
postponed from 2020 to 2021 because of Covid. The objective of
the Gallops is to discover spectacular sites through an endurance
and orienteering race where the well-being of the horses is the
absolute priority.

Her Royal Highness Princess Alia bint Al Hussein of Jordan,
President of the Royal Jordanian Equestrian Federation, who
was immediately won over by the Gallops project, opened the
doors to her equestrian clubs. “We had visited practically every
equestrian site in Jordan - a good fifteen at least - where there
were horses potentially capable of carrying out this endurance
trek. After extensive examinations and checks, we selected

one hundred and sixty out over two hundred horses which

were presented to us. Once the horses were selected, we signed
contracts with the owners requiring them to train their horses
for endurance racing for two months before the event,” explained
Bady Kebir. All the horses arrived safely and in good health at the
finish line thanks to the extensive and rigorous surveillance of
the four veteri who monitored the health and well-being
of the horses. In every Gallops event, inseparable pairs have been
formed between rider and horse to the point of not being able to
be separated from each other.

107

f: by Indiana Jones was the crowning moment of the
Gallops of Jordan, the five days of the adventure were marked
by unforgettable moments. The highlights include the Gallops”
famous and legendary White Party in the desert in the
spectacular setting of red and ochre rock formations sculpted
by time where the competitors danced under the stars, and the
majestic Gala Closing C y in the setting of
Little Petra with members of the Jordanian Royal Family and
foreign Ambassadors of the participating Nations present.
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Gallops of Jordan
DEFI RELEVE

froer EMELINE PARMENTIER

Il y a deux mois, L'Eperon avait rencontré

=~ Emeline Parmentier, jeune cavaliére handisport.

Elle annongait son souhait de se lancer un

nouveau défi, celui de parcourir plus de 200

kilométres a cheval en Jordanie, lors de la

course Gallops of Jordan. Du 23 au 30 octobre
derniers, la cavaliére a atteint son objectif et,
ason retour, nous a livré ses impressions sur

cette aventure exceptionnelle.

Vous avez participé a la quatriéme édition des
Gallops of Jordan. Comment cette expérience
unique s'est-elle déroulée?

Je suis partie avec deux cavaliéres, javais besoin
de mon équipe du début a la fin, puisque pour
voyager, porter les valises et le matériel, une aide
m'était nécessaire en raison de mon handicap
(en 2019, suite a un accident, Emeline Parmentier
a été amputée des deux jambes, ndlr). A l'arrivée
a |'aéroport, samedi 23 octobre au matin, nous
avonsdirectementététransféréesjusquaudésert
du Wadi Rum. Une fois installées, nous avons fait la
rencontre des représentants des dix-sept autres
nations. Le dimanche, toutes les équipes devaient
essayer les chevaux afin de trouver la bonne
monture pour la course. |l y avait plus de cent
trente chevaux. Pour ma part, il me fallait vraiment
un cheval gentil, et nous I'avons trouvé. Un petit
cheval arabe alezan de seulement trois ans, mais
exceptionnellement sympa. Le lundi, nous avons
pris le départ pour cing jours de course, a raison
de quarante kilomeétres par jour. Tout s’est bien
passé, les chevaux étaient vraiment dociles. Il n'y
a eu qu'un seul cheval |égérement blessé sur la
totalité de la course, ce qui est peu compte tenu
de |'ampleur et de la difficulté du parcours.

L'entente avec votre cheval a été bonne?
Lesessaisn'étaientpasévidents.Lesorganisateurs
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. voulaient dabord me confier un cheval gentil,

mais il fallait aussi qu'il puisse avoir un bon pas
pour marcher sans devoir trotter pour rattraper
les autres. Sur deux cents kilométres, les chevaux
s’habituent rapidement les uns aux autres. Une
grande majorité étaient des chevaux arabes, car
ces chevaux ont |'habitude des températures
arides et du terrain. L'organisation a fait en sorte
que nous ayons vraiment des bons chevaux, et
tout le monde était d'ailleurs trés satisfait. Durant
la course, nous avons principalement fait du pas
etdugalop dés queleterrains'y prétait. Trotterme
fatigue beaucoup. Mon cheval était vraiment trés
attentif, comme s'il me comprenait et ressentait
les choses. Je |'aurai bien ramené avec moi dans
l'avion si j'avais pu! Il obéissait juste a 'intonation
dela voix, malgré le fait que ce ne soit pas laméme
langue. J'ai directement eu confiance en lui, et
je pense que c’est aussi grace a lui que la course
s'est aussi bien passée.

Comment se déroule une journée type aux
Gallops of Jordans?

Tous les jours, une équipe démarrait toutes les
cing minutes. Nous piochions au hasard notre
horaire de départ. Nous avions un GPS, avec des
points de passage a franchir tout au long de la
journée. Nous avions une pause déjeuner avec
une visite vétérinaire chague jour, afin de vérifier
que tout était en ordre pour les chevaux. Les
ménager au maximum était vraiment important
pour tout le monde. Aprés la visite, nous
repartions pour vingt kilomeétres avant de rentrer

=%
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au camp. Nous étions logés dans des bivouacs
dans le désert. L'ambiance générale de cette
course était vraiment extraordinaire. Nous avons
fait connaissance avec les autres équipes et nous
mangions tous ensemble le soir.

Comment vous étes-vous préparée aux
éventuelles difficultés que vous alliez rencontrer
lors de la course?

Il était essentiel que les personnes qui
m'accompagnaient sachent me mettre et me
remettre a cheval rapidement. Nous nous étions
préparées al'avance en cas de chute. Nous avions
consulté un kinésithérapeute afin d'étre au point.
D’ailleurs, cela nous a servi, puisqu’un jour mon
cheval a décidé de se rouler: je lui avais mouillé
I'encolure pour le rafraichir et il a eu ce réflexe. Je
me suis retrouvée par terre, mais les filles ont trés
bien réagi. Lorsgu'il fallait descendre de cheval
pour faire des pauses, je descendais sur la benne
du pick-up qui nous suivait. Nous avions trouvé
cette technique et c'était pratique pour moi.

Quelles difficultés avez-vous rencontrées au
cours de ces deux cents kilométres?

Ala surprise générale, je me suis montrée capable
de tenir quarante kilométres par jour a cheval!
La difficulté n'était pas la. Mais la logistique était
quant a elle plus complexe, puisque évidemment,
une chaise roulante ne roule pas dans le sable.
Mon équipe a eu beaucoup de travail, car il fallait
m‘aider pour absolument tout. Prendre une
douche était compliqué, me déplacer I'était aussi,
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[C]
Propos recueillis par Caroline Montaigne . . . .
Photos: RB Presse/Pascal Renauldon mais d'un coté, c'est aussi ga 'aventure et je savais
quejallais vivre ces moments. Le plus difficile était
de marcher dans le sable : me déplacer au sein du
camp avec mes prothéses, c'est ce qui a été le
Q plus compliqué pour moi au final.

Comment s’est déroulée la fin de votre course?
Javais réellement peur de me blesser et de ne
pas pouvoir parcourir ces deux cents kilometres.
Mon objectif n'était pas de me classer, mais de
terminer cette course. Je pense que ga aurait
vraiment été dur si je n‘avais pas réussi. Nous
avons vu des choses incroyables, des paysages
impressionnants, nous en avons pris plein les
yeux. Le classement final était fait par rapport aux
chevaux. On prenait des points si on dépassait
le temps accordé ou si on devait remplacer un
cheval. Comme nous n‘avions pas pour objectif
de terminer rapidement cette course, mais
simplement d'aller au bout, nous avons pu
préserver nos chevaux.

@t- é,m-w& 4 Un dernier mot a ajouter?

CHE ARD NIG Je voudrais remercier L'Aventure Humaine
2500 KNS A VAL AVEC GASP: KOE avant toute chose, car sans eux je n'aurais pas

Toutaulong de son périple, ponctué de rencontres, pu participer a cette expérience unique. lis ont
de discussions et de partages, Gaspard Kcenig raconte financé tout ce programme. La présidente,

les disparités de notre société, avec intelligence
etouverture d'esprit.

@esens

Sophie Roscheck, ma vraiment épaulée sur ce
projet, et je la remercie du fond du coeur. Je tiens
e également a remercier ma meilleure amie, quim’a
accompagnée lors de cette belle course.
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RACING INSIDER

Jordan Gallops: A 200km
Horse Race

® November 6,2021 @& News

A group of horse riders par-
ticipated in the Jordan Gal-
lops event; a race of 200
kilometers divided into five
stages. It started in the
desert of Wadi Rum and
finishined in the lunar
desert of the city of Petra.
It is a tough test through
various protected areas de-
clared a World Heritage Site.

Of course, horse racing bets are available in large bookmakers offered by the
best betting service, Account Exchange.

What was it about?

From Japan to Argentina; more than a hundred riders from around the world
gathered in the Jordanian desert of Wadi Rum. All of this for an endurance
equestrian race. Locals, impoverished by the coronavirus, are confident this will
mark the return of tourism.

They were in the middle of majestic landscapes for five days; from the red sand
desert, to the city of Petra, both places included in the Unesco world heritage
list.

The winners of this 200 km race that rode through canyons, mountains and
desert, were two French teams and a team from Oman. The race was dubbed the
“Jordan Gallops™.

The statements

Bady Kebir, a member of the organizing committee, said: “We have managed to
bring together 133 riders from 16 different countries.” It is worth noting that all
the horses came from Jordan. According to the organizers, the race, more than
the talent of the riders who were almost all beginners, tests their tenacity, their
spirit of solidarity and self-discipline.

This is the case of the 26-year-old Belgian Emeline Parmentier who, after an acci-
dent in 2019 suffered an amputation of both legs, was able to compete in Jordan
thanks to a saddle adapted to her disability. Parmentier stated, “After the acci-
dent | said to myself: ‘I can’t walk and if | don’t walk, | won’t discover anything
else Riding a horse is like riding again.”

The aftermath of the race



The aftermath of the race

This is not the first time that popular events have taken place in Jordan. Several
movies have been shot in the majestic locations, helping to boost tourism over
time. But the coronavirus pandemic has been tragic for Jordanian tourism rev-
enue.

The fact that this horse race, postponed by covid-19, has finally been able to take
place, is a symbolic first step towards a possible return to normalcy, according to
tour guide Mohamed Saleem. He also added that “The pandemic affected us a
lot and made us lose our income. | hope that this type of racing will again attract
the attention of tourists and make them come back.”

What we can confirm is that you should not wait for another event like this to bet
on horse racing. Check out our detailed reviews of the best bookmakers and
choose the one best suited for your needs.

https://racing-insider.com/jordan-gallops-a-200km-horse-race/
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Leading one hundred and thirty-three riders and horses from the gates of the spectacular Wadi

Rum desert to the mythical Nabataean lost city of Petra is the crazy and daring bet that Bady
Kebir, Benoit Perrier, and their Gallops of Jordan team have just accomplished. Two hundred
kilometers on horseback in the desert, eighteen nations represented among the participating
riders, more than one hundred and sixty horses, a team of twenty people from France
(management, doctors, veterinarians, endurance technicians, media) and with eighty
Jordanians recruited locally for supervising and supporting the race. An extraordinary amount

of a preparation went into making the Gallops of Jordan an incredible success!

After the Gallops of Oman, Morocco, and India, Bady Kebir and Benoit Perrier have succeeded
in their fourth challenge to amaze riders from various horizons with breathtaking desert
landscapes. A project which has been in the works since 2019 but postponed from 2020 to
2021 because of Covid. The objective of the Gallops is to discover spectacular sites through
an endurance and orienteering race where the well-being of the horses is the absolute priority.
Every Gallops edition carefully selects horses locally and their well-being is monitored
constantly and extensively throughout the race.

GallopsVisue...

The joy of the BLUE GHALLAH, the winning team of the Gallops of Jordan in front of the
historical site of Petra: Michel FROGER, Veronique REBOURS, Olga DAMIRON, Antoine
GARRIGUES, and Olivier REBOURS.

With Absolute Respect of the Horses



Her Royal Highness Princess Alia bint Al Hussein of Jordan, President of the Royal Jordanian
Equestrian Federation, who was immediately won over by the Gallops project, opened the
doors to her equestrian clubs. "We had visited practically every equestrian site in Jordan - a
good fifteen at least — where there were horses potentially capable of carrying out this
endurance trek. After extensive examinations and checks, we selected one hundred and sixty
out over two hundred horses which were presented to us. Once the horses were selected, we
signed contracts with the owners requiring them to train their horses for endurance racing for
two months before the event,” explained Bady Kebir. All the horses arrived safely and in good
health at the finish line thanks to the extensive and rigorous surveillance of the four
veterinarians who monitored the health and well-being of the horses. In every Gallops event,
inseparable pairs have been formed between rider and horse to the point of not being able to
be separated from each other. Three competitors are in the process of acquiring and
importing their Jordanian horses to be reunited together in their new forever home.
GallopsArchive

The courageous and inspiring Emeline Parmentier, double leg amputee: 200 kilometers

horseback in the desert.
Strong Emotions

Whilst the finish line in front of the temple of Petra made famous by Indiana Jones was the
crowning moment of the Gallops of Jordan, the five days of the adventure were marked by
unforgettable moments. The highlights include the Gallops’ famous and legendary White Party
in the desert in the spectacular setting of red and ochre rock formations sculpted by time
where the competitors danced under the stars, and the majestic Gala Closing Ceremony in the
sumptuous setting of Little Petra with members of the Jordanian Royal Family and foreign

Ambassadors of the participating Nations present.

On a human level, everyone was extremely moved and inspired by the lesson of courage and
optimism shown by Belgian rider Emeline Parmentier, a victim of a car accident who had both
legs amputated at 23 years old. Her dream was to participate in the Gallops and reach the
finish line in Petra. Goal achieved: “I set myself a pretty huge challenge, | wanted to prove to
myself that | could do it. | have also done it for other people who may experience the same
difficulties as me, to prove to them that anything is possible and help them realize their

dreams t00.” Courageous and inspiring!



Another emotional moment: the arrival at Petra of Her Royal Highness, the young Jordanian
Princess Jalila bint Ali, niece of His Royal Highness King Abdullah Il of Jordan, discovered that
her father, His Royal Highness Prince Ali bin Hussein, returning from a diplomatic trip in
Europe, surprised her at the finish line. Her Royal Highness Princess Jalila, 16, is an endurance
enthusiast and trains hard with the goal of competing for her country in international
competitions. She arrived without difficulty, surrounded by her trainer, Jehad Shhaltough, at the
end of the 200-kilometer race! Other participants struggled a bit more to arrive at the finish
line, but all the teams successfully crossed the finish line. The participants are already asking
the Gallops organization where the next edition of the “Gallops” will be taking place! Bady
Kebir, who is currently recovering from all the hard work and energy deployed from this
magnificent edition, has told us that the next edition might be held in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, or
Patagonia. Even before the participants had arrived back home, there is already a list of
participants signed up for the next Gallops adventure no matter where the next location will
be. The Gallops of Jordan was fully booked several months in advance and had a long waiting
list. Participants are advised to book very early in order to secure a place on this extraordinary

adventure of a lifetime.

* % %

Competition Results:

1st BLUE GHALLAH (France) — 2nd QUAZANE (France) — 3rd Royal Calvary of Oman (Oman)

Participating Nations:
Afghanistan, Germany, Argentina, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Spain, United States,
France, Ireland, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Sweden, Switzerland, Netherlands.

Base Camp: Bait Ali

The start of the race was at the Bait Ali Lodge Camp where the teams stayed for the two days
preceding the race. At the gateway to the sublime desert of Wadi Rum, this establishment is
an oasis in a desert with rooms and tents furnished with comfortable beds of a superior
quality far beyond your standard desert camp. Surrounded by a Bedouin-style enclosure, it is
equipped with a superb swimming pool and an excellent restaurant with a bar serving
magnificent Jordanian wine. Bait Ali overflows with desert lifestyle and architecture, which is
an excellent starting point to discover the Wadi Rum desert on foot, horseback or by car (the
staff of Bait Ali, in particular Mohammed, will organize these desert treks for you). In true
Lawrence of Arabia style, you should hop on board the famous Hejaz Railway train for an
exhilarating and historical reconstruction of the Arab Revolt led by Lawrence of Arabia against

the Ottoman Empire. (www.baitali.com)

PRESS CONTACT

Pascal Renauldon
GallopsOfJordan@rbpresse.com
+33 (0)6 08 7594 07

https://www.spiritofpolo-press.com/gallops-¥-of-jordan-E=-a-breathtaking-expedition/
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Gallops of Jordan: a Breathtaking Expedition, an Adventure

Rich in Emotions

Gio, 11/11/2021 - 10:32 da admin

Leading one hundred and
thirty-three riders and horses
from the gates of the
spectacular Wadi Rum
desert to the mythical
Nabataean lost city of Petra
is the crazy and daring bet
that Bady Kebir, Benoit
Perrier, and their Gallops of
Jordan team have just
accomplished. Two hundred kilometers on horseback in the desert, eighteen
nations represented among the participating riders, more than one hundred and
sixty horses, a team of twenty people from France (management, doctors,
veterinarians, endurance technicians, media) and with eighty Jordanians
recruited locally for supervising and supporting the race. An extraordinary amount
of a preparation went into making the Gallops of Jordan an incredible success!

After the Gallops of Oman, Morocco, and India, Bady Kebir and Benoit Perrier
have succeeded in their fourth challenge to amaze riders from various horizons
with breathtaking desert landscapes. A project which has been in the works since
2019 but postponed from 2020 to 2021 because of Covid. The objective of the
Gallops is to discover spectacular sites through an endurance and orienteering
race where the well-being of the horses is the absolute priority. Every Gallops
edition carefully selects horses locally and their well-being is monitored
constantly and extensively throughout the race.

GallopsVisue...

With Absolute Respect of the Horses

Her Royal Highness Princess Alia bint Al Hussein of Jordan, President of the
Royal Jordanian Equestrian Federation, who was immediately won over by the
Gallops project, opened the doors to her equestrian clubs. “We had visited
practically every equestrian site in Jordan — a good fifteen at least — where there
were horses potentially capable of carrying out this endurance trek. After
extensive examinations and checks, we selected one hundred and sixty out over
two hundred horses which were presented to us. Once the horses were selected,
we signed contracts with the owners requiring them to train their horses for
endurance racing for two months before the event,” explained Bady Kebir. All the
horses arrived safely and in good health at the finish line thanks to the extensive
and rigorous surveillance of the four veterinarians who monitored the health and
well-being of the horses. In every Gallops event, inseparable pairs have been
formed between rider and horse to the point of not being able to be separated
from each other. Three competitors are in the process of acquiring and importing
their Jordanian horses to be reunited together in their new forever home.




Strong Emotions

Whilst the finish line in front of the temple of Petra made famous by Indiana
Jones was the crowning moment of the Gallops of Jordan, the five days of the
adventure were marked by unforgettable moments. The highlights include the
Gallops’ famous and legendary White Party in the desert in the spectacular
setting of red and ochre rock formations sculpted by time where the competitors
danced under the stars, and the majestic Gala Closing Ceremony in the
sumptuous setting of Little Petra with members of the Jordanian Royal Family
and foreign Ambassadors of the participating Nations present.

On a human level, everyone was extremely moved and inspired by the lesson of
courage and optimism shown by Belgian rider Emeline Parmentier, a victim of a
car accident who had both legs amputated at 23 years old. Her dream was to
participate in the Gallops and reach the finish line in Petra. Goal achieved: "| set
myself a pretty huge challenge, | wanted to prove to myself that | could do it. |
have also done it for other people who may experience the same difficulties as
me, to prove to them that anything is possible and help them realize their dreams
too." Courageous and inspiring!

Another emotional mement: the arrival at Petra of Her Royal Highness, the young
Jordanian Princess Jalila bint Ali, niece of His Royal Highness King Abdullah 1l of
Jordan, discovered that her father, His Royal Highness Prince Ali bin Hussein,
returning from a diplomatic trip in Europe, surprised her at the finish line. Her
Royal Highness Princess Jalila, 16, is an endurance enthusiast and trains hard
with the goal of competing for her country in international competitions. She
arrived without difficulty, surrounded by her trainer, Jehad Shhaltough, at the end
of the 200-kilometer race! Other participants struggled a bit more to arrive at the
finish line, but all the teams successfully crossed the finish line. The participants
are already asking the Gallops organization where the next edition of the
“Gallops” will be taking place! Bady Kebir, whao is currently recovering from all the
hard work and energy deployed from this magnificent edition, has told us that the
next edition might be held in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, or Patagonia. Even before the
participants had arrived back home, there is already a list of participants signed
up for the next Gallops adventure no matter where the next location will be. The
Gallops of Jordan was fully booked several months in advance and had a long
waiting list. Participants are advised to book very early in order to secure a place
on this extraordinary adventure of a lifetime.

Gallops of Jordan | Photo © Christophe Bricot - Gallops of Jordan

https:/www.horseshowjumping.tv/Gallops-of-Jordan-incredible-adventure
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Des participants a la course d'endurance équestre de cing jours
'‘Galops de Jordanie", longue de 200 kms, le 25 octobre 2021
[F3AFP - LIONEL BONAVENTURE

Au galop dans le sable rouge et scintillant de la vallée du
Wadi Rum, plus d'une centaine de cavaliers des quatre
coins du globe ont parcouru le désert jordanien lors d'une
course équestre de cing jours au milieu de paysages
majestueux.

Deux équipes frangaises composées d'amateurs ont ravi
les deux premiéres places de cette course de 200
kilométres nommée "Galops de Jordanie": "Blue Ghallah",
avec trois femmes et deux hommes, a devancé
"Quazane" et ses cinq femmes. La Cavalerie royale
d'0Oman compléte le podium.

La course est partie de Wadi Rum -une zone protégée du
sud de la Jordanie inscrite au patrimoine mondial par
I'Unesco--, pour se terminer vendredi dans le désert
lunaire de la célébre ville de Petra, également classée.

L'épreuve de cross-country a cheval, qualifiée par les
organisateurs de "course d'orientation et d'endurance
équestre”, a traversé "des terrains désertiques
clairsemés, des canyons et des montagnes”. Elie avait
déja eu lieu en Inde, au Maroc et @ Oman.



Un cheval a l'arrivée de la premiére étape des "Galops de
Jordanie’, course d'endurance équestre de cinq jours
longue de 200 kms, le 25 octobre 2021 (AFP - LIONEL
BONAVENTURE)

"C'est une super expérience qui nous permet de découvrir
un nouveau pays", se félicite Camille Cerf, Miss France
2015, aujourd'hui agée de 27 ans.

Selon les organisateurs, la course n'est pas qu'une
question de talents équestres mais met aussi a I'épreuve
"la ténacité, l'esprit de solidarité et l'autodiscipline” des
participants, majoritairement des cavaliers amateurs.

Parmi eux, Emeline Parmentier, une Belge de 26 ans
amputée des deux Jambes aprés un accident de voiture
en 2019, a pu concourir grace a une selle adaptée a son
handicap.
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Un homme surveille des chevaux participant a la course
d'endurance équestre de cing jours "Galops de Jordanie”,
longue de 200 kms, a l'issue de la premiére étape le 25
octobre 2021 (AFP - LIONEL BONAVENTURE)

"Aprés l'accident, je me suis dit: +Je ne peux plus
marcher et si je ne marche pas je ne découvrirai plus :
rien+. Monter a cheval, c'est comme marcher & nouveau", >

a expligué la jeune femme. K&L Dressage Horses - Boarding

Storage & Instruction

- Scénes de films -

® s

La princesse Jalila bint Ali, de la famille royale Kldregaagenarass.corn
jordanienne, s'est également lancée dans la compétition,
qui a réuni en Jordanie des cavaliers de toute I'Europe,
mais aussi d'Argentine, des Etats-Unis, d'Indonésie ou
encore du Japon.

"Nous avons 133 cavaliers de 16 pays®, a indiqué a I'AFP
Bady Kebir, membre du comité d'organisation. Tous les
chevaux sont eux de Jordanie,



Des participants a la course d'endurance équestre de
cing jours "Galops de Jordanie", longue de 200 kms, le 26
octobre 2021 (AFP - Lionel BONAVENTURE)

Balayant du regard les dunes majestueuses et les
stupéfiantes formations rocheuses de Wadi Rum, ol
Peter OToole a été filmé chevauchant son cheval dans
'épopée "Lawrence d'Arabie’, Emeline Parmentier évoque
des paysages "extraordinaires”.

Le soir, les cavaliers profitaient des nuits étoilées,
récupérant dans des tentes installées spécialement pour
eux le long de la course.

Celle-ci s'est terminée devant la célébre facade sculptée
de la Khazneh, 2 Petra, ol ont été tournées les scénes du
blockbuster hollywoodien "Indiana Jones et la Derniére
Croisade (1989).

"Toutes Ies photos prises ici ne peuvent méme pas
décrire un quart de ce que l'on y voit", estime Emeline
Parmentier.
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Des participants a la course d'endurance équestre de
cing jours "Galops de Jordanie", longue de 200 kms, le 26
octobre 2021 (AFP - Lionel BONAVENTURE)

La pandémie de Covid-19 a gravement ébranlé I'industrie
touristique jordanienne, qui représentait plus d'un
dixieme de son PIB.

La course avait ainsi di &tre reportée a cause des
restrictions sanitaires en vigueur. Le fait qu'elle ait
finalement pu avoir lieu est, selon le guide touristique
Mohamed Saleem, un premier pas vers la reprise du
tourisme.

"Toute le monde est heureux", dit-il. "La pandémie nous a
beaucoup affectés et nous avons perdu nos revenus...

Jespére gue de telles courses attireront 'attention des
touristes et les raméneront” en Jordanie.

https://www.challenges.fr/sport/en-jordanie-une-course-equestre-pour-decouvrir-des-
paysages-majestueux_ 787096
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En Jordanie, une course équestre pour découvrir des paysages majestueux
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Au galop dans le sable rouge et scintillant de la vallée du Wadi Rum, plus d'une centaine de

cavaliers des quatre coins du globe ont parcouru le désert jordanien lors d'une course équestre
de cing jours au milieu de paysages majestueux

Deux équipes frangaises composées d'amateurs ont rovi les deux premiéres ploces de cette
course de 200 kilométres nommeée "Galops de Jordanie: "Blue Ghallah", avec trois femmes et
deux hommes, a devancé "Quazane" et ses cing femmes. La Cavalerie royale d'Oman compléte
le podium.

La course est partie de Wadi Rum --une zone protégée du sud de la Jordanie inscrite au
patrimoine mondial par I'Unesco--, pour se terminer vendredi dans le désert lunaire de la célébre
ville de Petra, également classée,

L'épreuve de cross-country & cheval, qualifiée par les organisateurs de "course d'orientation et
d'endurance équestre’, a traversé '"des terrains désertiques clairsemés, des canyons et des
montagnes”. Elle avait déja eu lieu en Inde, au Maroc et & Oman.

"C'est une super expérience qui nous permet de découvrir un nouveau pays", se félicite Camille
Cerf, Miss France 2015, aujourd'hui dgée de 27 ans.

Selon les organisateurs, la course n'est pas qu'une question de talents équestres mais met aussi
al'épreuve "la ténacité, I'esprit de solidarité et I'autodiscipline" des participants, majaritairement
des cavaliers amateurs,

https://figaronautisme.meteoconsult.fr/actus-nautisme-flash/2021-10-31/61306-en-
jordanie-une-course-equestre-pour-decouvrir-des-paysages-majestueux
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Epic horse race gallops through Jordan's desert
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Wadi Rum (Jordan) (AFP) - Galloping across the shimmering red sands of Jordan's spectacular

/

Wadi Rum valley, more than one hundred riders on horses swept through the lunar-like desert
as part of an epic long-distance race.

The 200-kilometre (125-mile) five-day long "Gallops" race, ADVERTISING 41
involving mainly amateur jockeys, started in Wadi Rum and ¢ Ads by Google

ended Friday in the famed ancient desert city of Petra, a UNESCO
World Heritage site. Send feedback

Why this ad? [©

Quazane, an amateur French team comprised of five women
medics, took second place, beating the all-male Royal Cavalry of
Oman into third spot.

The race was won by another French team, Blue Ghallah, made
up of three women and two men.

The cross-country team event, which organisers billed as an
“orienteering and endurance equestrian race” across "sparse desert terrains, canyons and mountains® has
previously taken place in India, Morocco and Oman.



"It is a great experience that allows us to discover a new country," said 27-year-old Camille Cerf, a model
who won Miss France six years ago.

Organisers say the race draws not only on horse-riding skills, but also competitors' "stamina, their spirit of
solidarity, as well as their self-discipline”

Riders included Emeline Parmentier, a 26-year-old Belgian who lost both her legs from above the knee in a
car crash in 2019, and who took part using a specially fitted saddle.

"After the accident, | said to myself: Well | can't walk anymore, and if | don't walk | won't discover new
things - now riding horses is like walking again,’ she said.




Boost to tourism
Other riders included Princess Jalila bint Ali, from Jordan's royal family.

The race in Jordan brought together riders from across Europe, and as far as Argentia, the United States,
Indonesia and Japan.

"We have 133 riders from 16 countries,” race organiser Badi Kabir told AFP. All the horses come from
Jordan.

Before Jordan, the endurance race, involving mainly amateur riders, had been held in India, Morocco and
Oman Lionel BONAVENTURE AFP

Looking around at the majestic dunes and stunning rock formations of Wadi Rum - where Peter O'Toole
was filmed riding his horse in the 1962 epic "Lawrence of Arabia’ — Parmentier said the landscapes she
rode through were "amazing".

The race finished in front of the famous rock-carved Treasury at Petra, where scenes from the 1989
Hollywood blockbuster "Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade" were shot.

"I think all the photos we can take will never describe a quarter of what we see here," Parmentier said.
The Covid-19 pandemic badly dented Jordan's tourism industry, which represented over a tenth of its GDP.

The race had been postponed due to coronavirus travel restrictions, and the fact it finally went ahead was
seen by tour guide Mohamed Saleem as early evidence of a recovering tourism sector.



The cross-country team event was billed by organisers as an "orienteering and endurance equestrian race”
across "sparse desert terrains' Lionel BONAVENTURE AFP

"Everyone here is happy," he said. "The pandemic affected us a lot, and we lost our income... | hope that
such races will attract the attention of tourists and bring them back."

https:/www.rfi.fr/en/middle-east/20211030-epic-horse-race-gallops-through-jordan-s-
desert
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Wadi Rum (Jordan) (AFF) - Galloping across the shimmering red sands of Jordan's spectacular
Wadi Rum valley, more than one hundred riders on horses swept through the lunar-like desert
as part of an epic long-distance race.

The 200-kilometre (125-mile) five-day long "Gallops" race, ADVERTISING |
involving mainly amateur jockeys, started in Wadi Rum and 0}

ended Friday in the famed ancient desert city of Petra, a UNESCO

World Heritage site.

Quazane, an amateur French team comprised of five women
medics, took second place, beating the all-male Royal Cavalry of
Oman into third spot.

The race was won by another French team, Blue Ghallah, made ° WE Space s5ast

up of three women and two men.

WE

The cross-country team event, which organisers billed as an
"orienteering and endurance equestrian race" across "sparse
desert terrains, canyons and mountains" has previously taken place in India, Morocco and Oman.



2cond from right

"It is a great experience that allows us to discover a new country,’ said 27-year-old Camille Cerf, a model
who won Miss France six years ago.

Organisers say the race draws not only on horse-riding skills, but also competitors' "stamina, their spirit of

solidarity, as well as their self-discipline.’

Riders included Emeline Parmentier, a 26-year-old Belgian who lost both her legs from above the knee in a
car crash in 2019, and who took part using a specially fitted saddle.

"After the accident, | said to myself: Well | can't walk anymore, and if | don't walk | won't discover new
things - now riding horses is like walking again,' she said.




Boost to tourism

Other riders included Princess Jalila bint Ali, from Jordan's royal family.

The race in Jordan brought together riders from across Europe, and as far as Argentia, the United States,
Indonesia and Japan.

"We have 133 riders from 16 countries,’ race organiser Badi Kabir told AFP. All the horses come from
Jordan.

Before Jordan, the endurance race, involving mainly amateur riders, had been held in India, Morocco and
Oman Lionel BONAVENTURE AFP

Looking around at the majestic dunes and stunning rock formations of Wadi Rum - where Peter O'Toole
was filmed riding his horse in the 1962 epic "Lawrence of Arabia" - Parmentier said the landscapes she
rode through were "amazing".

The race finished in front of the famous rock-carved Treasury at Petra, where scenes from the 1989
Hollywood blockbuster ‘Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade" were shot.

"I think all the photos we can take will never describe a quarter of what we see here,' Parmentier said.
The Covid-19 pandemic badly dented Jordan's tourism industry, which represented over a tenth of its GDP.

The race had been postponed due to coronavirus travel restrictions, and the fact it finally went ahead was
seen by tour guide Mohamed Saleem as early evidence of a recovering tourism sector.



The cross-country team event was billed by organisers as an "orienteering and endurance equestrian race"
across "sparse desert terrains" Lionel BONAVENTURE AFP

"Everyone here is happy,' he said. "The pandemic affected us a lot, and we lost our income... | hope that
such races will attract the attention of tourists and bring them back."

© 2021 AFP

https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211030-epic-horse-race-gallops-through-
jordan-s-desert
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Une course équestre a couper le
souffle !

AFP
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Au galop dans le sable rouge et scintillant de la vallée du Wadi Rum, plus
d'une centaine de cavaliers des quatre coins du globe ont parcouru le
désert jordanien lors d'une course équestre de cinqg jours au milieu de
paysages majestueux.

Deux équipes francaises composées d'amateurs ont ravi les deux premiéres

places de cette course de 200 kilométres nommée «Galops de Jordanie»:
«Blue Ghallah», avec trois femmes et deux hommes, a devancé «Quazane»
et ses cinq femmes. La Cavalerie royale d‘Oman compléte le podium.

La course est partie de Wadi Rum --une zone protégée du sud de |a Jordanie
inscrite au patrimoine mondial par I'Unesco--, pour se terminer vendredi
dans le désert lunaire de la célébre ville de Petra, également classée.

L'épreuve de cross-country a cheval, qualifiée par les organisateurs de
«course d'orientation et d'endurance équestre», a traversé «des terrains
désertiques clairsemés, des canyons et des montagnes». Elle avait déja eu
lieu en Inde, au Maroc et a Oman.

«C'est une super expérience qui nous permet de découvrir un nouveau
pays», se félicite Camille Cerf, Miss France 2015, aujourd'hui agée de 27 ans.

Selon les organisateurs, Ia course n'est pas qu'une question de talents
eéquestres mais met aussi a I'épreuve «la ténacité, I'esprit de solidarité et
l'autodiscipline» des participants, majoritairement des cavaliers amateurs.

Parmi eux, Emeline Parmentier, une Belge de 26 ans amputée des deux
jambes aprés un accident de voiture en 2019, a pu concourir grice a une
selle adaptée a son handicap.

«Apres l'accident, je me suis dit: +Je ne peux plus marcher et si je ne
marche pas je ne découvrirai plus rien+. Monter a cheval, c'est comme
marcher a nouveau», a expliqué la jeune femme.



Scénes de films

La princesse Jalila bint Alj, de la famille royale jordanienne, s'est également
lancée dans la compétition, qui a réuni en Jordanie des cavaliers de toute
I'Europe, mais aussi d'Argentine, des Etats-Unis, d'Indonésie ou encore du
Japon.

«Nous avons 133 cavaliers de 16 pays», a indiqué a I'AFP Bady Kebir,

membre du comité d'organisation. Tous les chevaux sont eux de Jordanie.

Balayant du regard les dunes majestueuses et les stupéfiantes formations
rocheuses de Wadi Rum, ol Peter O'Toole a été filmeé chevauchant son
cheval dans I'épopée «Lawrence d'Arabie», Emeline Parmentier évoque des
paysages «extraordinaires».

Le soir, les cavaliers profitaient des nuits étoilées, récupérant dans des
tentes installées spécialement pour eux le long de la course.

Celle-ci s'est terminée devant la célébre facade sculptée de la Khazneh, 3
Petra, oli ont été tournées les scénes du blockbuster hollywoodien "Indiana
Jones et la Derniére Croisade (1989).

«Toutes les photos prises ici ne peuvent méme pas décrire un quart de ce
que l'on y voit», estime Emeline Parmentier.

La pandémie de Covid-19 a gravement ébranlé l'industrie touristique
jordanienne, qui représentait plus d'un dixiéme de son PIB.

La course avait ainsi dd étre reportée a cause des restrictions sanitaires en
vigueur. Le fait qu'elle ait finalement pu avoir lieu est, selon le guide

touristiqgue Mohamed Saleem, un premier pas vers la reprise du tourisme.

«Toute le monde est heureux», dit-il. «La pandémie nous a beaucoup
affectés et nous avons perdu nos revenus... Jespére que de telles courses
attireront I'attention des touristes et les rameéneront» en Jordanie.

https://www.bluewin.ch/fr/sport/insolite/une-course-equestre-a-couper-le-souffle-
948363.html
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Une course a cheval dans le

desert jordanien

Plusieurs personnalités, dont ’ex miss France Camille Cerf et la princesse jordanienne Jalilah
Bint Ali, se sont lancées dans une course a cheval a travers le désert jordanien Wadi Rum.

Cela ressemble a un véritable décor hollywoodien, mais c’est bien au coeur du Moyen-Orient qu’a eu lieu
cette course équestre, réunissant 133 cavaliers amateurs issus de 16 pays, pour parcourir quelques
200km entre le désert de Wadi Rum, classé au patrimoine mondial de 'TUNESCO, et la cité antique de
Pétra, en Jordanie.



Apres l'Inde, le Maroc et Oman, c’est en Jordanie que le collectif “Gallops de Jordanie” a organisé cette

course équestre dans un décor somptueux, avec plusieurs personnalités venues d’Europe, d’Amérique
et d’Asie.

Retour du tourisme apreés la crise

En Jordanie, le secteur du tourisme représente plus de 10% du PIB. La crise de la Covid-19 a ébranlé le
milieu et les professionnels quiy travaillent, comme témoigne Mohamed Saleem, guide touristique
jordanien : “le fait que cette course ait pu avoir lieu est un premier pas vers la reprise touristique”, confie-t-
il 2 'AFP. “J'espére que de telles courses attireront l'attention des touristes et les rameéneront en

Jordanie » a-t-il ajouté.



Les participants n’ont pas manqué de partager les clichés de leur balade spectaculaire dans le désert de
Wadi Rum, qui feraient presque oublier qu’il s’agit bien d’une compétition !

.\ camillecerf @
@ Bait Ali - Wadi Rum, Jordan View profile

View more on Instagram

oQd A
16,334 likes
camillecerf

Quand t'es dans le désert &

En effet, qui dit course dit vainqueur, et ce sont deux équipes frangaises amatrices qui ont gagné les deux
premiéres places, suivies par la Cavalerie royale d’Oman.

Publié le 2 novembre 2021 L f in =X

#camillecerf #cheval #course #Jordanie #Petra #wadirum

https://kawa-news.com/une-course-a-cheval-dans-le-desert-jordanien/
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EN IMAGES| 200 km a cheval dans le désert: défi
relevé pour Emeline, amputée des deux jambes
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Emeline a pu compter sur |'aide de cavaliéres qui I'accompagnaient tout au long du raid.
Doc

Elle I'a fait! Emeline Parmentier, cette Amaytoise amputée des deux jambes, a parcouru 200 km a cheval dans

le désert de Jordanie.

https:/www.lavenir.net/cnt/dmf20211101 _01631567/raid-a-cheval-dans-le-desert-de-
jordanie-defi-releve-pour-emeline
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Gallops Of Jordan

En Jordanie, une course équestre pour
découvrir des paysages majestueux

Par AFP - Publié le 30 octobre 2021

https://www.arabnews.fr/gallops-jordan
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Epic Horse Race Gallops Through Jordan's
Desert

By Kamal Taha October 30, 2021
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Galloping across the shimmering red sands of Jordan's spectacular Wadi Rum valley,
more than one hundred riders on horses swept through the lunar-like desert as part of
an epic long-distance race.

The 200-kilometre (125-mile) five-day long "Gallops" race, involving mainly amateur
jockeys, started in Wadi Rum and ended Friday in the famed ancient desert city of
Petra, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Quazane, an amateur French team comprised of five women medics, took second
place, beating the all-male Royal Cavalry of Oman into third spot.

The race was won by another French team, Blue Ghallah, made up of three women and
two men.

The cross-country team event, which organisers billed as an "orienteering and
endurance equestrian race" across "sparse desert terrains, canyons and mountains”
has previously taken place in India, Morocco and Oman.

"It is a great experience that allows us to discover a new country," said 27-year-old
Camille Cerf, a model who won Miss France six years ago.

Organisers say the race draws not only on horse-riding skills, but also competitors'
"stamina, their spirit of solidarity, as well as their self-discipline."

Riders included Emeline Parmentier, a 26-year-old Belgian who lost both her legs from
above the knee in a car crash in 2019, and who took part using a specially fitted saddle.

"After the accident, | said to myself: Well | can't walk anymore, and if | don't walk | won't
discover new things - now riding horses is like walking again," she said.

Other riders included Princess Jalila bint Ali, from Jordan's royal family.



The race in Jordan brought together riders from across Europe, and as far as Argentia,
the United States, Indonesia and Japan.

"We have 133 riders from 16 countries," race organiser Badi Kabir told AFP. All the
horses come from Jordan.

Looking around at the majestic dunes and stunning rock formations of Wadi Rum --
where Peter O'Toole was filmed riding his horse in the 1962 epic "Lawrence of Arabia" --
Parmentier said the landscapes she rode through were "amazing".

The race finished in front of the famous rock-carved Treasury at Petra, where scenes
from the 1989 Hollywood blockbuster "Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade" were shot.

"I think all the photos we can take will never describe a quarter of what we see here,"
Parmentier said.

The Covid-19 pandemic badly dented Jordan's tourism industry, which represented
over a tenth of its GDP.

The race had been postponed due to coronavirus travel restrictions, and the fact it
finally went ahead was seen by tour guide Mohamed Saleem as early evidence of a
recovering tourism sector.

"Everyone here is happy," he said. "The pandemic affected us a lot, and we lost our
income... | hope that such races will attract the attention of tourists and bring them
back."

The Barron's news department was not involved in the creation of the
content above. This story was produced by AFP. For more information go
to AFP.com.

© Agence France-Presse

https://www.barrons.com/articles/letters-to-the-editor-of-barrons-51640309403
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Epic horse race gallops through
Jordan’s desert

WADI RUM-Agence France-Presse

Galloping across the shimmering red sands of Jordan’s spectacular Wadi Rum
valley, more than one hundred riders on horses swept through the lunar-like
desert as part of an epic long-distance race.

The 200-kilometer (125-mile) five-day long "Gallops" race, involving mainly
amateur jockeys, started in Wadi Rum and ended Friday in the famed ancient
desert city of Petra, a UNESCO World Heritage site.



Quazane, an amateur French team comprised of five women medics, took second
place, beating the all-male Royal Cavalry of Oman into third spot.

The race was won by another French team, Blue Ghallah, made up of three
women and two men.

The cross-country team event, which organizers billed as an "orienteering and
endurance equestrian race" across "sparse desert terrains, canyons and
mountains" has previously taken place in India, Morocco and Oman.

"It is a great experience that allows us to discover a new country," said 27-year-
old Camille Cerf, a model who won Miss France six years ago.

Organizers say the race draws not only on horse-riding skills, but also
competitors’ "stamina, their spirit of solidarity, as well as their self-discipline."

Riders included Emeline Parmentier, a 26-year-old Belgian who lost both her legs
from above the knee in a car crash in 2019, and who took part using a specially
fitted saddle.

"After the accident, I said to myself: Well I can’t walk anymore, and if I don’t walk
I won’t discover new things - now riding horses is like walking again," she said.

Other riders included Princess Jalila bint Ali, from Jordan’s royal family.

The race in Jordan brought together riders from across Europe, and as far as
Argentia, the United States, Indonesia and Japan.

"We have 133 riders from 16 countries," race organizer Badi Kabir told AFP. All
the horses come from Jordan.

Looking around at the majestic dunes and stunning rock formations of Wadi Rum
- where Peter O'Toole was filmed riding his horse in the 1962 epic "Lawrence of
Arabia" - Parmentier said the landscapes she rode through were "amazing".

The race finished in front of the famous rock-carved Treasury at Petra, where
scenes from the 1989 Hollywood blockbuster "Indiana Jones and the Last
Crusade" were shot.

"I think all the photos we can take will never describe a quarter of what we see
here," Parmentier said.

The COVID-19 pandemic badly dented Jordan’s tourism industry, which
represented over a tenth of its GDP.

The race had been postponed due to coronavirus travel restrictions, and the fact it
finally went ahead was seen by tour guide Mohamed Saleem as early evidence of a
recovering tourism sector.

"Everyone here is happy," he said. "The pandemic affected us a lot, and we lost
our income... I hope that such races will attract the attention of tourists and bring
them back."

horse race,

https://www.hurrivetdailynews.com/epic-horse-race-gallops-through-jordans-desert-
169008




TIMES OF OMAN - OMAN

O
Qimes: Oman TTv World Business Sports Opinion Technology T-Mag ~

Gallops of Jordan: Oman bags 3rd rank at epic horse race

00

OIUELN O Saturday 30/October/2021 23:28 PM o O @

By: Times News Services

The Sultanate of Oman's cavalry ranked third among the 133 horsemen

Muscat: Among the 133 horsemen, the Sultanate of Oman's cavalry ranked third in the international endurance

competitions.

The Royal Cavalry achieved third place in the Gallops of Jordan event for the year 2021, with the participation of

133 riders from 16 countries of the world.

https://timesofoman.com/article/108717-gallops-of-jordan-oman-bags-3rd-rank-at-epic-
horse-race
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Horse race gallops through Jordan’s desert

AFP | Publication date 01 November 2021 | 20:31 ICT

e of the Gallops of

Galloping across the shimmering red sands of Jordan's spectacular Wadi Rum valley, more than
one hundred riders on horses swept through the lunar-like desert as partof an epic long-
distance race.

The 200km five-day long “Gallops” race, involving mainly amateur jockeys, started in Wadi Rum
and ended on Friday in the famed ancient desert city of Petra, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

(Quazane, an amateur French team comprised of five women medics, took second place,
beating the all-male Royal Cavalry of Oman into third spot,

The race was won by another French team, Blue Ghallah, made up of three women and two
men.

The cross-country team event, which organisers billed as an “orienteering and endurance
equestrian race” across “sparse desert terrains, canyons and mountains’, has previously taken
place in India, Morocco and Oman.

“Itis a great experience that allows us to discover a new country,” said 27-year-old Camille Cerf,
a model who won Miss France six years ago.

1orses during the stage of the Gallops of Jordan on Octobe




Organisers say the race draws not only on horse-riding skills, but also competitors’ “stamina,
their spirit of solidarity, as well as their self-discipline”.

Riders included Emeline Parmentier, a 26-year-old Belgian who lost bath her legs from above
the knee in a car crash in 2019, and who took part using a specially fitted saddle.

“After the accident, [ said to myself: Well I can’t walk anymore, and if I don’t walk I won't
discover new things - now riding horses is like walking again,” she said.

Boost to tourism
Other riders included Princess Jalila bint Ali, from Jordan’s royal family.

The race in Jordan brought together riders from across Europe, and as far as Argentia, the US,
Indonesia and Japan.

“We have 133 riders from 16 countries,” race organiser Badi Kabir said. All the horses come from
Jordan.

. 4
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Former Miss France Camille Cerf (centre) rides her horse during the fourth stage of the Gallops of
Jordan at the Wadi Rum desert. AF!

Looking around at the majestic dunes and stunning rock formations of Wadi Rum - where Peter
O’Toole was filmed riding his horse in the 1962 epic “Lawrence of Arabia” - Parmentier said the
landscapes she rode through were “amazing’

The race finished in front of the famous rock-carved Treasury at Petra, where scenes from the
1989 Hollywood blockbuster Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade were shot.

“I'think all the photos we can take will never describe a quarter of what we see here,”
Parmentier said.

The Covid-19 pandemic badly dented Jordan’s tourism industry, which represented over a
tenth of its GDP.

The race had been posiponed due to coronavirus travel restrictions, and the fact it finally went
ahead was seen by tour guide Mohamed Saleem as early evidence of a recovering tourism
sector.

“Everyone here is happy,” he said. “The pandemic atfected us a lot, and we lost our income ... I
hope that such races will attract the attention of tourists and bring them back.”

https://www.phnompenhpost.com/lifestyle/horse-race-gallops-through-jordans-desert
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Galloping across Jordan's desert

November 8, 2021

WADI RUM, JORDAN (AFP) - Galloping across the shimmering red sands of
Jordan’s spectacular Wadi Rum valley, more than one hundred riders on
horses swept through the lunar-like desert as part of an epic long-distance
race.

The 200-kilometre five-day long “Gallops” race, involving mainly amateur
jockeys, started in Wadi Rum and ended in the famed ancient desert city of
Petra, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Quazane, an amateur French team comprised of five women medics, took
second place, beating the all-male Royal Cavalry of Oman into third spot.

The race was won by another French team, Blue Ghallah, made up of three
women and two men.

The cross-country team event, which organisers billed as an “orienteering
and endurance equestrian race” across “sparse desert terrains, canyons and
mountains” has previously taken place in India, Morocco and Oman.

4

Partcipants ride their horses during the third sta,ge of the Gallops of
Jordan; and Belgium rider Emeline Parmentier (R), who lost her legs in
a car accident, rides her horse at the Wadi Rum desert, 300 kilometres
south of Amman. PHOTOS: AFP




“It is a great experience that allows us to discover a new country,” said 27-
year-old Camille Cerf, a model who won Miss France six years ago.

Organisers said the race draws not only on horse-riding skills, but also
competitors’ “stamina, their spirit of sclidarity, as well as their self-
discipline”.

Riders included Emeline Parmentier, a 26-year-old Belgian who lost both her
legs from above the knee in a car crash in 2019, and who took part using a
specially fitted saddle.

“After the accident, I said to myself: Well I can’t walk anymore, and if I
don’t walk I won’t discover new things — now riding horses is like walking
again,” she said.

Other riders included Princess Jalila bint Ali, from Jordan’s royal family. The
race in Jordan brought together riders from across Europe, and as far as
Argentia, the United States, Indonesia and Japan.

“We have 133 riders from 16 countries,” race organiser Badi Kabir told AFP.
All the horses come from Jordan.

Looking around at the majestic dunes and stunning rock formations of Wadi
Rum — where Peter O'Toole was filmed riding his horse in the 1962 epic
Lawrence of Arabia - Parmentier said the landscapes she rode through were
“amazing”.

The race finished in front of the famous rock-carved Treasury at Petra,
where scenes from the 1989 Hollywood blockbuster Indiana Jones and the
Last Crusade were shot. "I think all the photos we can take will never
describe a quarter of what we see here,” Parmentier said.

The COVID-19 pandemic badly dented Jordan’s tourism industry, which
represented over a tenth of its GDP.



The race had been postponed due to coronavirus travel restrictions, and the
fact it finally went ahead was seen by tour guide Mohamed Saleem as early
evidence of a recovering tourism sector.

“Everyone here is happy,” he said. “The pandemic affected us a lot, and we

lost our income... I hope that such races will attract the attention of tourists
and bring them back.”

https://borneobulletin.com.bn/galloping-across-jordans-desert/
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2021.11.02 13:35 | World eye
Epic horse race gallops through Jordan's desert

f Facebook | ® LINE

Galloping across the shimmering red sands of Jordan's spectacular Wadi Rum
valley, more than one hundred riders on horses swept through the lunar-like
desert as part of an epic long-distance race.

The 200-kilometre (125-mile) five-day long Gallops race, involving mainly
amateur jockeys, started in Wadi Rum and ended Friday in the famed ancient
desert city of Petra, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Quazane, an amateur French team comprised of five women medics, took
second place, beating the all-male Royal Cavalry of Oman into third spot.

The race was won by another French team, Blue Ghallah, made up of three
women and two men.

The cross-country team event, which organisers billed as an orienteering and
endurance equestrian race across sparse desert terrains, canyons and
mountains has previously taken place in India, Morocco and Oman.

It is a great experience that allows us to discover a new country, said 27-year-

old Camille Cerf, a model who won Miss France six years ago.



Organisers say the race draws not only on horse-riding skills, but also
competitors' stamina, their spirit of solidarity, as well as their self-discipline.
Riders included Emeline Parmentier, a 26-year-old Belgian who lost both her
legs from above the knee in a car crash in 2019, and who took part using a
specially fitted saddle.

After the accident, | said to myself: Well | can't walk anymore, and if | don't
walk | won't discover new things -- now riding horses is like walking again,
she said.

- Boost to tourism -

Other riders included Princess Jalila bint Ali, from Jordan's royal family.

The race in Jordan brought together riders from across Europe, and as far as
Argentia, the United States, Indonesia and Japan.

We have 133 riders from 16 countries, race organiser Badi Kabir told AFP. All
the horses come from Jordan.

Looking around at the majestic dunes and stunning rock formations of Wadi
Rum -- where Peter O'Toole was filmed riding his horse in the 1962 epic
Lawrence of Arabia -- Parmentier said the landscapes she rode through were
amazing.

The race finished in front of the famous rock-carved Treasury at Petra, where
scenes from the 1989 Hollywood blockbuster Indiana Jones and the Last
Crusade were shot.

| think all the photos we can take will never describe a quarter of what we see
here, Parmentier said.

The Covid-19 pandemic badly dented Jordan's tourism industry, which
represented over a tenth of its GDP.

The race had been postponed due to coronavirus travel restrictions, and the
fact it finally went ahead was seen by tour guide Mohamed Saleem as early
evidence of a recovering tourism sector.

Everyone here is happy, he said. The pandemic affected us a lot, and we lost
our income... | hope that such races will attract the attention of tourists and
bring them back.

https://sp.m.jiji.com/english/show/15859
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En Jordanie, une course équestre pour
découvrir des paysages majestueux

L'épreuve de cross-country a cheval, qualifiée de "course d'orientation et d'endurance équestre’, est partie de Wadi
Rum pour se terminer dans le désert lunaire de Petra
Par AFP | 4 novembre 2021,18:22 | |
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Au galop dans le sable rouge et scintillant de la vallée du Wadi Rum, plus
d'une centaine de cavaliers des quatre coins du globe ont parcouru le
désert jordanien lors d'une course équestre de cing jours au milieu de
paysages majestueux.

Deux équipes francaises composées d’amateurs ont ravi les deux premidres
places de cette course de 200 kilométres nommée « Galops de Jordanie »:

« Blue Ghallah », avec trois femmes et deux hommes, a devancé

« Quazane » et ses cinq femmes. La Cavalerie royale d’Oman compléte le
podium.

La course est partie de Wadi Rum - une zone protégée du sud de la
Jordanie inscrite au patrimoine mondial par I'Unesco -, pour se terminer
vendredi dans le désert lunaire de la célébre ville de Petra, également
classée.




L'épreuve de cross-country a cheval, qualifiée par les organisateurs de

« course d’orientation et d’endurance équestre », a traversé « des terrains
désertiques clairsemés, des canyons et des montagnes ». Elle avait déja eu
lieu en Inde, au Maroc et @8 Oman.

« (’est une super expérience qui nous permet de découvrir un nouveau
pays », se félicite Camille Cerf, Miss France 2015, aujourd’hui agée de 27
ans.

Lancienne miss France Camille Cerf (C) monte suf son cheval lors de Ia
gdbm: me_etape dm% |ops de Jordanie dans le desert de Wadi Ru

'Ammam, le 28 octobre 2021, (Credit : Lione

kilométres au su
BONAVENTURE / AFP,

Selon les organisateurs, la course n'est pas quune question de talents
équestres mais met aussi a I'épreuve « la ténacité, I’esprit de solidarité et
l'autodiscipline » des participants, majoritairement des cavaliers amateurs.

Parmi eux, Emeline Parmentier, une Belge de 26 ans amputée des deux
jambes aprés un accident de voiture en 2019, a pu concourir grice d une
selle adaptée a son handicap.

« Apres I'accident, je me suis dit: ‘Je ne peux plus marcher et si je ne
marche pas je ne découvrirai plus rien’. Monter a cheval, c'est comme
marcher & nouveau », a expliqué la jeune femme.

Des cavaliers moﬂt Nt a cheval lors de Ia remiere etape des Galops de
Jordanie, le 25 octobre 20 ?] ans !e- }\l e Wadi R , a 300K nmetrm
au sud d’Amman. (Credit . LIONEL BO VE URE/ A
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La princesse Jalila bint Ali, de la famille royale jordanienne, s’est
également lancée dans la compétition, qui a réuni en Jordanie des cavaliers

de toute I'Europe, mais aussi d’Argentine, des Etats-Unis, d’'Indonésie ou -
encore du Japon.

Pourquoi cette annonce 7 G

a Jordanie (C) monte,

0 e e de
e 25 octobre 2021. (

« Nous avons 133 cavaliers de 16 pays », a indiqué a 'AFP Bady Kebir,
membre du comité d’organisation. Tous les chevaux sont eux de Jordanie.

Balayant du regard les dunes majestueuses et les stupéfiantes formations
rocheuses de Wadi Rum, ol Peter O'Toole a été filmé chevauchant son
cheval dans ’épopée « Lawrence d’Arabie », Emeline Parmentier évoque
des paysages « extraordinaires ».

Le soir, les cavaliers profitaient des nuits étoilées, récupérant dans des
tentes installées spécialement pour eux le long de la course.

Celle-ci s’est terminée devant la célébre facade sculptée de la Khazneh, a
Petra, ou ont été tournées les scénes du blockbuster hollywoodien
<« Indiana Jones et la Derniére Croisade (1989).

« Toutes les photos prises ici ne peuvent méme pas décrire un quart de ce
que I’'on y voit », estime Emeline Parmentier.

La pandémie de Covid-19 a gravement ébranlé I'industrie touristique
jordanienne, qui représentait plus d'un dixieme de son PIB.

La course avait ainsi di étre reportée a cause des restrictions sanitaires en
vigueur. Le fait qu’elle ait finalement pu avoir lieu est, selon le guide
touristiqgue Mohamed Saleem, un premier pas vers la reprise du tourisme.

« Toute le monde est heureux », dit-il. « La pandémie nous a beaucoup
affectés et nous avons perdu nos revenus... |'espére que de telles courses
attireront I’attention des touristes et les raméneront » en Jordanie.

https://fr.timesofisrael.com/en-jordanie-une-course-equestre-pour-decouvrir-des-
paysages-majestueux/
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Epic horse race gallops through Jordan’s desert
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A rider team poses in the Petra touristic site during the fifth and last
stage of the Gallops of Jordan in Petra, south Ammam.—AFP photos

Galloping across the shimmering red sands of Jordan’s spectacular Wadi
Rum valley, more than one hundred riders on horses swept through the
lunar-like desert as part of an epic long-distance race. The 200-kilometre
(125-mile) five-day long “Gallops” race, involving mainly amateur jockeys,
started in Wadi Rum and ended Friday in the famed ancient desert city of
Petra, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Quazane, an amateur French team comprised of five women medics, took
second place, beating the all-male Royal Cavalry of Oman into third spot.
The race was won by another French team, Blue Ghallah, made up of three
women and two men. The cross-country team event, which organizers billed
as an “orienteering and endurance equestrian race” across “sparse desert
terrains, canyons and mountains” has previously taken place in India,
Morocco and Oman.



Riders included Emeline Parmentier, a 26-year-old Belgian who lost both her
legs from above the knee in a car crash in 2019, and who took part using a
specially fitted saddle. “After the accident, I said to myself: Well I can’t walk
anymore, and if I don’t walk I won't discover new things-now riding horses
is like walking again,” she said.

Belgium rider Emeline Parmentier (center left), who lost her legs in
a car accident, poses at the Petra touristic site during the fifth and
last stage of the Gallops of Jordan in Petra.

Boost to tourism

Other riders included Princess Jalila bint Ali, from Jordan’s royal family. The
race in Jordan brought together riders from across Europe, and as far as
Argentia, the United States, Indonesia and Japan. “We have 133 riders from
16 countries,” race organizer Badi Kabir told AFP. All the horses come from
Jordan. Looking around at the majestic dunes and stunning rock formations
of Wadi Rum-where Peter O'Toole was filmed riding his horse in the 1962
epic “Lawrence of Arabia”-Parmentier said the landscapes she rode through
were “amazing”.

The race finished in front of the famous rock-carved Treasury at Petra,
where scenes from the 1989 Hollywood blockbuster “Indiana Jones and the
Last Crusade” were shot. "I think all the photos we can take will never
describe a quarter of what we see here,” Parmentier said. The COVID-19
pandemic badly dented Jordan’s tourism industry, which represented over a
tenth of its GDP.

The race had been postponed due to coronavirus travel restrictions, and the
fact it finally went ahead was seen by tour guide Mohamed Saleem as early
evidence of a recovering tourism sector. “Everyone here is happy,” he said.
“The pandemic affected us a lot, and we lost our income... I hope that such
races will attract the attention of tourists and bring them back.” - AFP

https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/epic-horse-race-gallops-through-jordans-desert/
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A test of endurance: Five-day ‘Gallops of Jordan’ equestrian

race ends in Petra
By Batool Ghaith - Nov 02,2021 - Last updated at Nov 02,2021
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AMMAN — Led by HRH Princess Jalila Bint Ali, i
Jordan took sixth place among 25 teams in the %
200km five-day long “Gallops of Jordan” race | '
from Wadi Rum to Petra.

13 Qs

The event, which took place from October 23- % OF JORDAN

30, involved 25 teams of 133 riders from 15
different countries. The race started in Wadi
Rum and ended in the ancient rose-red city of
Petra, a UNESCO World Heritage site, and was
won by the French team “Blue Ghallah".

According to race organiser Sameer Ahmad,
the race had previously taken place in India,
Morocco and Oman, this being the fourth
edition of the event in Jordan,

“This edition had many more people than the
previous editions; many people were still on
the waiting list as well. We had a few important
personalities in the race, a model who won
Miss France six years ago, and a Belgian rider

Top: Their Royal Highnesses Prince Ali and Princess Rym pose for
who lost both her legs from above the knee in 2 photo with the Jordanian team. Above: Jordan’s equestrian
team members at the end of their race in front of the Treasury,
race/Ahmad told The Jordan Times over the Petra’siconic fagade (Photos courtesy of Batool Abdallat)

phone.

a car crash, and she managed to finish the

Ahmad noted that the race was well organised despite facing challenges and minor errors.

‘It is challenging to be in the desert with no connection, but thankfully we had Zain Jordan who took care of that
part, which made things easier," he noted.

He added that the race was successful, saying: "We are proud of this achievement and we look forward to having
similar events in the future too”.

Batool Abdallat, a member of the Jordanian team who participated in the race, expressed her pride and happiness
in participating.

“l am very proud to be part of this national achievement and raising the name of our country. The race was more of
an endurance test rather than a speed race and we managed to finish it,Abdallat said.

She described her experience as “fascinating”, noting that they visited new places in Jordan during their journey.

“It was very satisfying to explore new areas in Jordan and also witness other people get mesmerised by its beauty.
Many participants extended their stays to see more of Jordan," Abdallat told The Jordan Times over the phone.

Abdallat noted that there were continuous stations to rest, feed and water the horses, which all came from Jordan.
“We moved for five hours per day, approximately crossing 40km each day. It was great to share the experience with
so many people from all over the world, and we were very happy to reach the Treasury [Petra’s iconic facade] by the

end,"she continued.

According to Abdallat, the Jordanian team, called “Jordan’s Centennial Team®, consisted of six members. “Our goal
was to showcase our achievements through the 100 years and celebrate our country;” she said.

“Although it was not easy, it was a beautiful experience which | am very proud of, and having HRH Prince Ali Bin
Hussein at the end of the race was heart-warming,” Abdallat concluded.

http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/test-endurance-five-day-‘gallops-jordan’-
equestrian-race-ends-petra
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Gallops equestrian race to kick off in Wadi
Rum on October 23
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(MENAFN- Jordan Times) AMMAN — A new edition of Gallops, an international equestrian
event, will take place in the Wadi Rum desert between October 23 and 30, with the
participation of 135 riders from 15 countries, according to organisers.

The event, an endurance racing, will witness the participation of celebrities and prominent
figures, including Princess Jalila Bint Ali, Camilie Cert, Miss France 2015, Iris Mittenaere, Miss
Universe 2016, and Emmeline Parmentier, a Belgian jockey who had her legs amputated after
a car accident and returned to horse riding, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, reported.

After being held in Oman, Morocco and India, the fourth edition of Gallops in Jordan will have
riders from: The US, France, Belgium, Italy, Spain, Germany and Switzerland, Indonesia,
Japan, Argentina and Denmark, in addition to the Omani-Royal Cavalry team, besides
Jordan, the host country.
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